
 

©2018 Pastor Stephen Chitty              Christian Life Church CLColumbia.com 

P
a
g
e
1

 

How Wise Were The Wise Men?  
12.9.18 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 NASB  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod 

the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is He who has been born 

King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” 3 When 

Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 Gathering together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 

born. 5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the 

prophet: 6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, Are by no means least among the leaders of 

Judah; For out of you shall come forth a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.’” 7 Then 
Herod secretly called the magi and determined from them the exact time the star appeared. 
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the Child; and when 

you have found Him, report to me, so that I too may come and worship Him.” 9 After hearing the 
king, they went their way; and the star, which they had seen in the east, went on before them 

until it came and stood over the place where the Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 

rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary 
His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. Then, opening their treasures, they 

presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned by God in a 
dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another way. 
 

Introduction 
 

1. Mary’s story 
 
2. The Magi 
 
3. God’s Providence at work 
 
4. 21For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 

became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be 

wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in 
the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 

Romans 1:21-23 NASB 
 
5. Jeremiah spoke of a people who were wise, but wise to do evil. “For My people are foolish, 

They know Me not; They are stupid children And have no understanding. They are shrewd 

to do evil, But to do good they do not know.” Jeremiah 4:22 
 
6. Omar Bradley - “We are living in a time when our achievements and knowledge has gone 

beyond our ability to control it. We have too many men of science, and not enough Men of 
God. We have brought about brilliance without wisdom; power without conscience; and we 
are living in a time of nuclear giants and spiritual pygmies.” 

 
 
I. They showed wisdom in the way they came to Jesus. (Matthew 2:1, 2) 
 

A. They overcame difficulties. 
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B. They overcame distance. 
 
 

C. They overcame discomfort. 
 
 

D. They overcame danger 

 
 
II. They showed wisdom in the way they learned about Jesus. 
 

A. They read the message of the Scriptures (Daniel the Forerunner). 
 

1. Daniel’s prophecies 
 

2. Micah 5:2 NASB  “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings 
forth are from long ago, From the days of eternity.” 

 
3. Next week, Cory will be delivering a message about the Messianic Prophecies. 

 
 

B. They noted the miracle of the Star. (Matthew 2:2, 9) 
 

1. Supernaturally directed. 
 

2. It was “His Star.” 
 
 

C. They obeyed the leading of The Spirit. (Matthew 2:12) 

 
 
III. They showed wisdom in the way they worshipped Jesus. 
 

A. They brought gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
 

B. These gifts indicated an impact on what we value, what we worship, and the purpose of 
God for Jesus. 

 
 
IV. Christmas Life Lessons learned from the Magi 
 

A. Worship of Jesus involves sacrificial effort. 
 
 

B. Worship of Jesus relies upon supernatural revelation. 
 
 

C. Worship of Jesus changes our value system. 


